Language

Early Math

Creative Arts

Approaches to Learning

School Readiness Milestones

In the fall of 2011, twbirds of our children could use picture cues to tell wha
happening in a story, and the remaining third were ready to learn. Fully 7 g
children knew how to hold a book and turn its pages from left to right. Nearly &
quarters of the children use scribbles on a paper to communicate a messag
half of them also create some letike shapes and almost half of them had
begun using figures and shapes to convey meanings. While only 14% kno
letters in their names, two thirds of them were ready to learn that skill.

School Readiness Milestones

In the fall of 2011, 91% of our children could follow a simp&eprdrection, while
80% understood action words, i ke °

try different words or sentences to try to get an adult to respond, 56% of them ar
to learn that skill. Even though just 24% of our children can adjust their conver|
when the topic changes, 49% are ready to learn that skill. Similarly, while only
our children can take turns being the speaker, 51% are ready to acquire that skill

School Readiness Milestone

In the fall of 2011, 60% of our children could ust-one
correspondence when countipngand all the rest were read
to learn that skill. While just three percent of our child
could group items into two sets and tell how many were in
set, 47% were ready to learn how to do that. Fully 48% d
children could tell who was the taller of two people, and
were ready to learn that skill.

I R
School Readiness Milestones

In the fall of 2011, 89% of our children were already showing an interest i
musical instruments to make sounds. While just 43% could use dramatic
express their feelings, 57% were ready to learn that skill. More than half the ¢ ME
could already act out a character, and nearly all the rest were ready to learn ho

that. While only 18% were capable of drawing common objects like a tree or a 1
were ready to learn. Nearly titrirds of the children could work cooperatively
others on an art project, and very nearly all the rest were ready to learn that skill

I I N A N N N
School Readiness Milestones

In the fall of 2011, 98% of our children could already explore most areas of the clas|
their own. Only 12% could revise a plan that did not produce the intendedosd8%
were already identified as being ready to learn that skill. While 81% were already

independently, only 23% were able to set their own, gbats’1% were ready to learn t
skill. While 77% were already playing creatively (doing things like sticking pegs i

dough for candles on a cake), only 34% could develop multiple strategies to solve
, but half the children were ready to learn that skill.
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School Readiness Milestones

In the fall of 2011, half of our children could share personal family storie{
traditions, and those who could not were ready to learn how to do it. More thg
demonstrated cooperative behaviors, and 48% were ready to learn. About
children (49%) had already begun to use the language of time (like day,
yesterday, tomorrow), and another third were ready to begin to learn such co
More than 38% recognized@nd respected the differences between boys and gi
Another 36% was ready to develop that recognition and respect.

I N e
School Readiness Milestones

In the fall of 2011, 55% of our children could follow established rules and routing
cldssrdorm, raedranothiér U5% were ready to learn. Similarly, 54% of the childre
support from adults to resolve conflicts with other children, and 45% were ready
to seek support. More than half the children are able to get their own materi
activities, without prompting from the teacher. Nearly 61% of the children have &
adjusted to arrival and departure transitions as routine parts of the day.

School Readiness Milestones

In the fall of 2011, more than 95% of our children could feed themselves without help, 919
the bathroom without help, and 97% could wash and dry their hands with some supervision.

could brush their teeth with help, though only 61% could brush correctly. Nearly 70% cou
zipper, but only 41% could fasten their own clothing. Almogst48# were able to calm themselvg
and settle down for a rest period. More than 81% could jump in place and jump off low object
a step, but fewer than half (45%) could walk a straight line marked on the floor.

School Readiness Milestones

g

objects as living or ndiving, twethirds of the children were ready to learn that
well as predict what might come next in a life cycle sequence, such as seed

School Readiness Milestones

In the fall of 2011, 75% of our children could put together a simple puzzle, and 1
were ready to learn that skill. When solving a problem, 85% can seek the assistan
adult, while 48% can ask for help from another child. More thémrtigocan play make
-believe with objects, like cooking an egg. While only 23% can describe the diff
and similarities between events like night and day, 56% are ready to learn tha
Similarly, while just 13% can describe the cause of an effect (like what caus|
tricycle to stop), more than half are ready to develop such reasoning skills.
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A New Assessment, A Deeper Look

Sequatchie Valley Head Starts3s adoption of a new assessment tool
., we <call | heraldsGeaariew kra m being able to track the
progress our children make as the year goes by. Our previous instrument
provided just three assessment
periods, one each at the beginning,
the middle, and the end of the year. Assessment 2012
The new assessment is continuous,
so our teachers and managers can . .
see on any given day how well any Beglnnlng Of the Year
child or classroom or center (or even
the whole agency) is doing. We can ~
do this despite the fact that our 377 at SequatChle Va"ey Head Sta
children and their families are
spread out across 1,847 square
miles of Appalachian mountains
and ridges straddling two time zones and a major tributary of the Where We3re Headed
Tennessee River. Where We Started
| We can do this beca_use gac h individual V\?hhaltl dS3ksi Iplrso gv\r/e Srse IDSevreelcoopridneg
ordine, secured by layers of passwords but easily accessible by teachers
and managers and even by parents who have secure access to their own
chil d3s i nformati on. Since the dailvyharéNgersésesLSPrr\inQVidual children IS
recorded in real time, we can literally track the progress children are
making on a dato-day basis. What that means for our families is the
assurance that each chil d3s progress [ being mo
compared to researdiased information on child development. Both parent
and teacher can be confident their efforts are aimed squarely at the
specific needs of individual children.
The graphic chart inside includes four major pieces of information:

itored <closely and

Xx What We?3 rien Lparrtniioogl ar domains such as “~Literacypu
and “Languagepg and “Early Mathpy as indicated at the |l eft end
of the blue boxes;

X Wh a't Skil |l s ustiarsampl® ef \a delw mfpthen g

skills) is shown in the blue boxes;
x Where We Starg indicated by the length of the blue box and
summarized by the number at the end of the box; and
Xx Wher e We 3 asendiddatech iy éh# arrow pointing to
"Expected Gainp by the end of the year.



